
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECO DARY EDUCATION 

The Honorable Steven H. Godowsky 
Secretary of Education 
Delaware Department of Education 
The Townsend Building 
40 I Federal Street, Suite 2 
Dover, DE 1990 I 

Dear Secretary Godowsky: 

AUG 0 5 2016 

I am writing in response to Delaware's request on May 3 1, 20 16, for a limited waiver of the requirement 
in ection II II (b) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended (ESEA), to 
a . e the full range of the State' academic content standard so that the State's a se ment sy tern need 
not mea ure the State's speaking and li sten ing standards at thi time. Delaware reque ted thi waiver 
becau e a sessing speaking and listening skill in a large-scale summative assessment may not be 
practicable at thi s time. 

After reviewing Delaware' s request, I am pleased to grant, pursuant to my authority under section 
840 I (b) of the ESEA, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), a limited waiver of 
section II II (b)(3)(C)(ii) of the ESEA, as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), 
for chool year (SY) 2016-2017 and of section II II (b)(2)(B)(ii) of the ESEA, as amended by the 
ESSA, fo r SYs 2017- 2018 and 2018-20 19 o that the State' assessment sy tern , including the Smarter 
Balanced a e ment for grades 3-8 and the SAT for high chool , need not mea ure the State' peaking 
and listening . tandards at this time. 

Thi waiver i granted to Delaware on the condition that it will implement the fo llowing assurance : 

• It wil l continue to meet for each year o f the waiver all other requirement in the ESEA, as 
amended by NCLB or the ESSA, as applicable, for State assessment systems and the 
implementing regulations with respect to the State's academic content and achievement 
standards and assessments, including reporting student achievement and school performance, 
di aggregated by subgroups, to parents and the public. 

• It wi ll continue to wo rk toward as essing speaking and listening consistent with the State's 
academic content standards. 
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I appreciate the work you are doing to improve your chools and provide a high-quality education for 
your students. If you have any questions, please Julie Glasier or Carol Mani taras at: 
OSS.Delaware@ed.gov. 

cc: Amel ia Hodges, Associate Secretary 
Michael Watson, Chief Academic Officer 

Sincerely, 

cA---
Ann Whalen 
Senior Advisor to the Secretary 
De legated the Dutie of As istant Secretary for 
Elementary and Secondary Education 

Carolyn Lazar, Interim Director, Office of A sessment 


